
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

άPassion is a rare gift. Sometimes it takes years for people to find something they truly 

love and can be passionate about. But when passion is combined with music, magic will 

ensue. A certain note, tune or song can reflect ƻƴŜΩǎ deepest emotions and in doing so the 

musician gives people a voice, they offer their listeners a way to express themselves 

through their ƳǳǎƛŎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ relief for them to be able to do so. 

A band needs time to grow, needs time to adjust to each other and for everyone to find 

their place within the group. With NoCrows it seems like no time at all has passed since 

ǘƘŀǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ Ψ{Ƙƻƻǘ ¢ƘŜ /ǊƻǿǎΩΣ ǘǿŜƭǾŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΦ {ƛȄ ƳǳǎƛŎƛŀƴǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ŦŀƴǎΣ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŜǾŜǊ ǎƛƴŎŜΦ Love for music brought them 

ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƛƴŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ oƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƛŦǘƘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘΣ Ψ²Ƙȅ ¦ǎΚΩΦ  

bƻ/ǊƻǿǎΩ ƳǳǎƛŎ ǘŀƪŜǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŜǾŜǊ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜŘΣ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ 

that you dreamt about arriving there. The joy you find within their music is unique, the 

ƪƛƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŜǾŜƴ ƪƴŜǿ ŜȄƛǎǘŜŘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ȅƻǳ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘǳƴŜǎΦ LǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ 

some people gathering around in a recording studio, ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ 

live and them managing to capture that sound on ǊŜŎƻǊŘΦ LǘΩǎ ƳŀƎƛŎΦέ 

Liessa De Decker (*) 

 

(*) Liessa is a Belgian journalist, regular contributor to Hot Press Magazine 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

мΦ {ŜǊǇŜƴǘΩǎ IŜŀŘ κ ¢ƘŜ .ǊƻƪŜƴ tƭŜŘƎŜ ό{Φ Wickham / Trad. Arr. NoCrows) 
2. Metal Man (E. Lee / D. Lyttle) 
3. Three Sisters (O. Ponomarev) 
4. Señora (R. Coen) 
5. Can We Borrow the Cat? (F. Carbonell) 
6. Cançó de Febrer (G. Colom / F. Carbonell) 
тΦ ¢ƘŜ aƻƴƪΩǎ IŜŀŘ κ ¢ƘŜ {ǳƎŀǊƭƻŀŦ ό!Φ Houston) 
8. Written in Sand (E. Lee) 
9. Shine On (R. Coen) 
10. Sleeping Giant / Leaping Giant (R. Coen / NoCrows) 
11. Why Us? (F. Carbonell) 
12. A Kriek, A Croque And A Kwak, Quick! (A. Houston) 
13. The Other Side (S. Wickham) 
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The spurious allegations against Ronnie Drew in the Metal Man story are completely 
fictitious.. 
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1. {ŜǊǇŜƴǘΩǎ IŜŀŘ ό{ǘŜǾŜ ²ƛŎƪƘŀƳύ /  The Broken Pledge (Trad. Arr. NoCrows) 
A few years ago Mike Scott gave Steve a title -'The Serpent's Head'- and asked him to 

compose a piece of music to go with it. This is the result. Steve also wrote a little poem about 

ΨManannán mac LirΩ, a character from these parts, to accompany the tune. Thanks Mike. We 

used a tanpura drone in the recording. The second tune is Ψ¢ƘŜ .ǊƻƪŜƴ tƭŜŘƎŜΩ, a traditional 

Irish reel we have been playing for the last few years at our regular sessions and that seems 

to fit well with ΨSerpent's Head Ω.  

Anna: mandolin, saw, banjo 
Eddie: double bass 
Felip: classical guitar  
Oleg: fiddle  
Ray: acoustic guitar  
Steve: lead vocals, fiddle  

 
 
 

{ŜǊǇŜƴǘΩǎ IŜŀŘ 
Lyrics by Steve Wickham: 

 
Manannán 

Trickster in a Drab Coat 
Wave Sweeper 

Wielder of the Answerer 
Son of the Ocean, 
Child of the Sea 

Man of the Mountain 
King of the Island 

Wed to a Pearl of Beauty 
Whose Tears of Grief 

Gave rise to the Lakes of Ireland 

 
 

 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Metal Man (Eddie Lee / David Lyttle) 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǎƻƴƎ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ {ƭƛƎƻΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ƪƴƻǿƴ ƭŀƴŘƳŀǊƪǎΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ƻƴ ŀ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ /ƻƴŜȅ 
Island by Eddie and Armagh composer and drummer David Lyttle. Their room was 
overlooking the Metal Man, a statue right in the middle of the sea between Rosses Point and 
ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǇǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ {ƭƛƎƻ IŀǊōƻǳǊΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ 9ŘŘƛŜΩǎ 
childhood summers spent in Rosses Point so they decided to find out more about him. They 
did so and read some mysterious tales on the Rosses Point website by Kieran Devaney and 
others, including a scurrilous rumour above Ronnie Drew owning one of the Metal Men that 
were originally cast in 1821 ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ƻŦ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ .ƭƛƎƘǘ όȅŜǎΣ ƘƛƳ ƻŦ Ψaǳǘƛƴȅ 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ .ƻǳƴǘȅΩ ŦŀƳŜύΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ wƻǎǎŜǎ tƻƛnt for the inspiration. As 
mentioned on our CD back cover, we thank the Drew family for their full blessing with the 
lyrics and wish to state once again that any spurious allegations about Ronnie Drew 
contained in the song are completely fictitious 
 

Anna: cello, backing vocals  
Eddie: double bass, backing vocals,  
Felip: classical guitar  
Oleg: fiddle  
Ray: lead vocals, acoustic guitar 
Rían: cymbals 
Steve: fiddle  
 

 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Metal Man 
Lyrics by Eddie Lee & David Lyttle: 

 
Born in eighteen twenty-one 
One of four strong metal sons 
Standing twenty five feet high 

Watch the Sligo tides go by 
Metal Man, Metal Man 

 
Two young brothers lost somehow 
¢ƻ ǘƘƛǎ Řŀȅ ǘƘŜΩǾŜ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ŦƻǳƴŘ 
{ƻƳŜ ǎŀȅ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƛƴ {ȅŘƴŜȅ .ŀȅ 

Lizard Island, Mandalay 
(Well) either way his life is done 

Metal life, lost so young 
Ronnie Drew stole the other one 

If only you could sail away 
Around the isle to Tramore Bay, 

You would see your brother guide 
Ships that visit with the tide 
Metal men, brothers, friends 

 
A lantern blinks to light the way 
With your back to Knocknarea 

From Coney Island we watched you 
From Memory Harbour they did too 

Metal Man, Metal Man, 
Looking for your guiding hand 

 
Looking east to Rosses Point, 

Where John Black built Elsinore, 
Is it true they haunt the place, 

Those smugglers who fell from grace? 
Do metal men have metal ghosts? 
LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƳŜǘŀƭ ǎƻǳƭǎΦ 

 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Three Sisters (Oleg Ponomarev) 
This tune was written years ago and dedicated to his three little sisters. They were kids, slim, 
beautiful, gracious, ǘŀƭŜƴǘŜŘΧǘƘǊŜŜ ƳƻŘŜƭǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƻǾŜŘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΧ bƻǿ 
ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƻƭŘΣ ŦŀǘΣ ƎǊǳƳǇȅΣ ƘƻǊǊƛōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ hƭŜƎ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΦ 
 

Anna: cello 
Eddie: electric bass 
Felip: classical guitar, flamenco guitar  
Oleg: fiddle  
Ray: acoustic guitar 
Steve: fiddle  

 
  



 
 
 
 
 
4. Señora (Ray Coen) 
As a younger man, Ray fell in love with a lady from another country, but, alas, she returned 
home around Christmas and Ray was left to pine away with his romantic Frank Sinatra CD. 
The result was this song. 
 

Anna: cello 
Felip: classical guitar 
Oleg: fiddle  
Ray: lead vocals, acoustic guitar  
Steve: fiddle, viola  

 
Señora  

Lyrics by Ray Coen: 
 

Señora, where are you now? 
I can feel you but I cannot see you. 

The angels tore us apart, 
Was it angels that sent you, Señora? 

Out of all the stars above I chose the sun. 
¸ {ŜƷƻǊŀΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜΦ 

 
Señora, when will I learn? 

²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ȅƻǳ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƴƻǿƘŜǊŜΦ 
The wheels slowly start to turn, 
!ƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŘƻƴŜΣ ŀƘ {ŜƷƻǊŀ 

I will hold you in my arms as I have done 
Ah, {ŜƷƻǊŀΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜΦ 

 
You must understand, 

Just the touch of your hand 
And my heart could melt. 

I know you felt that way too 
From your fingertips, 

To the smile on your lips. 
I send a kiss to you 

For now no more can I do 
 

{ŜƷƻǊŀΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ 
L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜƴ 

.ǳǘ LΩƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΦ 
Think of me, until then 

And know that I always will love you. 

 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Can We Borrow the Cat? (Felip Carbonell) 
Lƴ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎŀǎŜǎ ǘǳƴŜǎ ŀǊǊƛǾŜ ǘƻ CŜƭƛǇΩǎ head without a title and then titles turn up as jokes. This 
was ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜΥ ŀ Ŏŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǊƛŘ ƻŦ ƳƛŎŜΧǘƘŜ Ŏŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƛƴƎ 
a scat vocal solo that we never managed to put inΧŦƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǎƘŀǾŜŘΦ Lǘ ƳŀŘŜ 
perfect sense at the time. 
 

Anna: mandolin, cello  
Eddie: double bass 
Felip: classical guitar, flamenco guitar  
Oleg: fiddle  
Ray: acoustic guitar  
Steve: fiddle 

 
  



6. Cançó de Febrer (Guillem Colom / Felip Carbonell) 
The words of this song were written by Mallorcan poet Guillem Colom in 1943. Felip put 
music to this and another 12 poems of his in one inspired day in 1980. The song was demoed 
ƛƴ нлмо ŦƻǊ CŜƭƛǇΩǎ ǎƻƭƻ ŀƭōǳƳ Ψ9ƭǎ /ƻƭƻǊǎ ŘŜƭ ¢ŜƳǇǎΩ ōǳǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŎǳǘΦ ¢ƘǊŜŜ Řŀȅǎ 
ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ Ψ²Ƙȅ ¦ǎΚΩ ƘŜ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ǊƛŦŦ ǎƻ 
technically it took him 36 years to finish it and only 3 days for the rest of the band to learn 
itΧ 
 

Anna: mandolin, backing vocals 
Eddie: double bass, backing vocals  
Felip: lead vocals, classical guitar, ukulele, backing vocals 
Oleg: fiddle, backing vocals 
Ray: acoustic guitar, backing vocals 
Rian: bass drum 
Steve: fiddle, backing vocals  

 
Cançó de Febrer  

Lyrics by Guillem Colom: 
 

Sant Macià 
[ΩƻǊƻƴŜƭƭŀ ǾŜ ƛ Ŝƭ ǘƻǊŘ ǎŜΩƴ Ǿŀ 

Sant Macià 
[ΩƻǊƻƴŜƭƭŀ ǾŜ ƛ Ŝƭ ǘƻǊŘ ǎŜΩƴ Ǿŀ 

 
Ja es fonen les boirines 

Que arreu cobrien la serra 
{ΩŀǇŀǊŜƭƭŜƴ ƭŜǎ ƎŀǾƛƴŜǎ 
L ǎŜΩƴ ǘƻǊƴŜƴ ƭŜǎ ǘƛǘƛƴŜǎ 

Coa dreta i ventre en terra 
Coa dreta i ventre en terra 

 
Verdeja la brulla al sol 

Brusca fina els camps esponja 
Canta i plora el verderol 
!Ƴō ƭŀ ƳŜǊƭŀ ƛ ƭΩƻǊƛƻƭ 

Sota un cel rosa i taronja 
Sota un cel rosa i taronja 

 
La fosca dels cap-al-tards 
{ΩŀǇŀƎŁ ŀƳō ƭŀ /ŀƴŘŜƭŜǊŀ. 
La Mare de Déu de Març 
Argenta ara els dies llargs 
I ens porta la primavera 
I ens porta la primavera 

 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 

Cançó de Febrer  
Roughly Translated into English: 

 
Saint Matthias (ϝύΧ 

The swallow arrives and the thrush heads off 
Saint Matthias 

The swallow arrives and the thrush heads off 
 

The mists covering the mountains 
Are already melting. 
The gulls are mating 

And the meadow pipits are leaving 
Tail up and belly down, 
Tail up and belly down 

 
The buds are getting greener with the sun 

Fine drizzle sprinkle the fields 
The greenfinch sings and cries 

Along with the blackbird and the oriole 
Under a pink and orangey sky 
Under a pink and orangey sky 

 
The darkness in the evenings 

Vanishes after Candelaria Day (*). 
The Virgin of the Month of March (*) 

Fills the long days with silver 
And brings us springtime 
And brings us springtime 

 
 
 

 
(*) In the Spanish calendar, saint days are celebrated all year around and are often 
associated to the  beginning or end of seasons, agricultural activities or religious periods. 
Guillem Colom, the author of this poem, refers to several of them and their relation with the 
approaching springtime. Saint Matthias is celebrated on the 23rd of February. Candelaria 
Day (or Our Lady of Candelaria) on the 2nd of February traditionally starts the weather 
changing season that will culminate ƻƴ ǘƘŜ нрǘƘ aŀǊŎƘ όhǳǊ [ŀŘȅΩǎ of the Encarnation, 
popularly known as The Virgin of the Month of March) with the official arrival of Spring. 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
тΦ ¢ƘŜ aƻƴƪΩǎ IŜŀŘ κ ¢ƘŜ Sugarloaf (Anna Houston) 
The first tune was born in Switzerland, where Anna was on a winter holiday at the foot of 
mountain ΨMönchΩ, (Monk). Looking out of the window from where we were recording in 
Wicklow we had a lovely view of ΨThe SugarloafΩ, hence the name to stay with the mountain 
theme. 
 

Anna: mandolin 
Eddie: double bass 
Felip: classical guitar, castanets  
Oleg: fiddle 
Ray: acoustic guitar, electric guitar 
Steve: fiddle 

 
  


